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What can a hurricane teach 
us about grace?



Although the amount of intensification 
expected from Irma has been decreased 
with the latest forecasts through Sunday 
morning... make no mistake that Irma is still 
a dangerous hurricane …



Potential impacts include: 

• Structural damage to sturdy buildings, 
some with complete roof and wall failures.  

• Complete destruction of mobile homes.  

• Damage greatly accentuated by large 
airborne projectiles.  

• Locations may be uninhabitable for weeks 
or months. 



• informs us

• directs

• strengthens

Grace …



Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 
sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance. 
Perseverance must finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything. 

James 1:1-3



• informs us

• directs us

• strengthens

Grace …



• Leave as soon as practical with a 
destination in mind.  

• Gas up your vehicle well ahead of 
time.  

• Be sure that you take all essential 
materials from your emergency 
supplies kit.  

• Let others know where you are going 
and when you intend to arrive.



If any of you lacks wisdom, you should 
ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to 
you. 

James 1:5



• informs us

• directs us

• equips us

Grace …



Additional sources of information: 

• for information on appropriate 
preparations - ready.Gov 

• for information on creating an 
emergency plan - getagameplan.Org  

• for additional disaster preparedness 
information see redcross.Org

Grace equips us



But when you ask, you must believe and 
not doubt, because the one who doubts 
is like a wave of the sea, blown and 
tossed by the wind. That person should 
not expect to receive anything from the 
Lord. Such a person is double-minded 
and unstable in all they do.

James 1:6-8



For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so 
that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand 
your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and 
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the 
gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of 
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of 
the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Ephesians 6:12-17



• does for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves 

• reminds us of who(se) we are 

Grace …



You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 

You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts 
from afar. 

You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar 
with all my ways. 

Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely. 

You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon 
me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to 
attain.

Psalm 139:1-6



Who(se) are we?



After this, the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision:

“Do not be afraid, Abram.

    I am your shield,

    your very great reward.”

Genesis 15:1



He also said to him, “I am the Lord, who 
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to 
give you this land to take possession of it.”

But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, how can I 
know that I will gain possession of it?”

Genesis 15:5-6



He also said to him, “I am the Lord, who 
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to 
give you this land to take possession of it.”

But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, how can I 
know that I will gain possession of it?”

Genesis 15:7-8



So the Lord said to him, “Bring me a heifer, 
a goat and a ram, each three years old, 
along with a dove and a young pigeon.”

Abram brought all these to him, cut them in 
two and arranged the halves opposite each 
other; the birds, however, he did not cut in 
half. Then birds of prey came down on the 
carcasses, but Abram drove them away.

Genesis 15:9-11



 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and 
a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. Then the 
Lord said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred 
years your descendants will be strangers in a country not 
their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated 
there. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, 
and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 
You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be 
buried at a good old age. In the fourth generation your 
descendants will come back here, for the sin of the 
Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”

Genesis 15:12-16



When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, 
a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared 
and passed between the pieces. On that day 
the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, 
“To your descendants I give this land, from the 
Wadi[e] of Egypt to the great river, the 
Euphrates— the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, 
Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 
Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and 
Jebusites.

Genesis 15:17-21



“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
“when I will make a new covenant with the 
people of Israel and with the people of Judah.

It will not be like the covenant I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of Egypt,

because they broke my covenant, though I 
was a husband to them,” declares the Lord.

Jeremiah 31:31-32



“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that 
time,” declares the Lord. 

“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. 

I will be their God, and they will be my people. 

No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know 
the Lord,’ 

because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” 

declares the Lord. 

“For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no 
more.”

Jeremiah 31:33-34



For I received from the Lord what I also passed on 
to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In 
the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26



But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now 
already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle 
that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this 
creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; 
but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus 
obtaining eternal redemption. The blood of goats and bulls and the 
ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean 
sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, 
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to 
death, so that we may serve the living God! 

For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those 
who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now 
that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed 
under the first covenant.

Hebrews 9:11-15



For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands 
that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven 
itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. Nor did he 
enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the 
high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood 
that is not his own. Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer 
many times since the creation of the world. But he has 
appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do 
away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as people are 
destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so 
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; 
and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to 
bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

Hebrews 9:24-28
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Hebrews 9:24-28



He who forms the mountains,

    who creates the wind,

    and who reveals his thoughts to mankind,

who turns dawn to darkness,

    and treads on the heights of the earth—

    the Lord God Almighty is his name.

Amos 4:13



“We are safe, dry, and have not experienced any property 
loss. I wish I could say the same for others. The effect of the 
storm on Houston and the gulf coast is tremendous. More 
than 30% of the entire metro area (~620 sq.miles) is under 
water strictly from the rain. Although the rain has finally 
stopped, the flooding is just beginning. The water from other 
areas further north and west must drain through here. Most 
of the folks are in a state of shock and hunkered down in 
these homes with water damage. It is hard to come to the 
realization that the water may take weeks to drain in many 
neighborhoods. These homes can not be occupied for more 
than a few days. They will all need places to live for months 
once repairs can begin.

Whose are we?



“Unfortunately, this is not my first rodeo. I 
moved to Houston from New Orleans after 
Hurricane Katrina.  This will be a time of 
renewal for many folks.  

 God is good.” 

- Kenneth


